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What a great magazine!

Featured Home
built by

Absolute Craftsmen
as seen in...
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The couple happened upon 
a 23-acre parcel of land with 
expansive views of the Escarpment, 
two directions of classic roads pleading 
to be cycled, and a bird’s eye view of their
adored Beaver Valley Ski Club. 
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Avid skiers and road bikers, the
couple happened upon a 23-acre parcel
of land with expansive views of the Escarp-
ment, two directions of classic roads plead-
ing to be cycled, and a bird’s eye view of
their adored Beaver Valley Ski Club. 

The couple enlisted Architect Brad Abbott
of Abbott Design to plan their dream home
atop the Escarpment. Pursuing perfection
doesn’t come without a few setbacks how-
ever; as the couple learned that the build-
ing would have to sit significantly back
from the lip of the bluff in accordance with
the Niagara Escarpment Commission’s
building regulations. Enter custom builder
Dave Harrington of Absolute Craftsmen,
who erected a scaffolding structure mid-
winter so the couple could see for them-
selves that the unobstructed views from
their proposed second floor were equally
as breathtaking when pushed back 30 me-
tres. The couple was convinced they had
found the locality of their new home – in a
word, they were “Dunluken”. �

DUN
LUKEN

S T O R Y  |  C A R A  W I L L I A M S      P H O T O S  |  C L AY  D O L A N

One of the perks of 
traveling is an acquired

knowledge of good 
spots to settle in. 

Open, airy, solid, four 
seasons living… 

Jonathan and Jackie, 
originally from Ireland 

and the UK, knew 
what they were looking for,

but it took them over five
years to find it. 
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ESCARPMENT HOMES | dunluken

The kitchen flows seamlessly to the out-

door living space surrounding the pool,

providing effortless alfresco entertaining

for the couple and their two children

Thomas and Meaghan. Contemporary

custom cabinetries by Bernard Rioux flank

the English farmhouse feel of the cook top

and oven while the oversized marble

countertop/bar introduces a modern twist

to the space. The complimentary walnut

buffet centerpiece has a dual purpose of

separating the kitchen and dining areas

as well as acting as an entertainment con-

sole with additional storage.  �
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�We're done looking . 
We have the house 

of our dreams, 
in the perfe c t spot .  

Dining is always an event, set between views over the Valley with

the ski hills beyond and within the ease and elegant ambiance of the

dining room. Sophisticated and simple, classic white porcelain and

crystal provide an uncluttered venue ready for spirited conversation

about the day’s activities and adventures.

Sturdy, practical and private were the objectives apparent in the

blueprints. Architect Brad Abbott succeeded in providing a feeling

of serene solitude enhanced by the vast openness of the windows

that run throughout both levels of the dwelling. Complete Value Paint-

ing brought attention to detail and a perfectionist’s work ethic to the

project, evident in the finish of the12 foot oatmeal hued walls. �

Expansive views provide unspoiled 
cohabitation with the surrounding 

beauty of the Beaver Valley. 
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The custom designed 10-foot

pine dining table anchors the

great room and emits a four-sea-

sons-long festive feel, that beck-

ons guests to unwind, feast, and

then simmer before retiring fire-

side. Reclaimed antique beech

flooring runs throughout with

under floor heating on the lower

level. The tongue and groove

ceiling was pre-stained and pre-

finished, consequently the home-

owners can relax and let time

naturally patina the wood with-

out touchups or re-staining. 

ESCARPMENT HOMES | dunluken

Located at Highways 6 & 21  Springmount (Near Owen Sound)    
519.371.2963 www.thefyreplace.com

Instant ambiance, 

Reliable performance, 

Absolute comfort.

QUALITY FIREPLACES

        

   

Hobson Masonry was commissioned to build The Rumford fireplace which incorporates

a tall, shallow design, that reflects heat, with a streamlined throat to eliminate turbulence

and carry the smoke away with little loss of heated room air. 

Jackie’s design flair is unmistakable as is her preference for cozy, put-your-feet-up fur-

nishings, mixed with several keynote antiques from the couple’s earlier vacation home.

The natural textures of the chairs and sofa compliment the neutral palate of pale yellows

and blues that reflect the spirit and colours of the landscape. Select pieces and custom

lighting of Jackie’s design are from FAD, Farrow Arcaro Design in Collingwood.  �

CUSTOM BUILT HOMES BY DAVE HARRINGTON

705.446.7072  |  www.absolutecraftsmen.ca

        



48 Escarpment Magazine Summer 2013
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A distinctly contemporary two-way fireplace is the centerpiece of the
transitional feeling master bedroom/office. Stark whitewashed walls
emanate a perhaps unintentional air of tranquility to the space, as Jackie
confesses she is still seeking the ideal paintings to complete the rooms.
The practical master bath includes a claw foot, soaking tub and separate
shower, introducing an elegant old-world charm.  �

        

  

 

 

        

   

Visitors to Dunluken need not inconvenience their hosts. The

spacious walkout basement boasts 9-foot ceilings and a guest

wing complete with two bedrooms, bathroom, guest laundry,

gym, and patio/pool access. Redefining modern living, Huro-

nia Alarms custom installed whole-house audio systems includ-

ing the external courtyard, patio and pool.

The home’s exterior stonework, custom-built by Hobson Ma-

sonry, echoes the sturdy feel of the interior while blending har-

moniously with the surrounding countryside. The minimalist

landscaping designed by Vogel Landscape Design and com-

missioned by Hackstone Landscapes compliments the spa-

cious pool, utilizing large boulders and river rock to frame

springtime tulips and a plethora of blooming perennials for

every season. A cozy lounge and retreated square fire pit

awaits swimmers seeking warmth after an evening dip. �

Minimalist landscaping incorporates 
large boulders and river rock which

frame a plethora of blooming perennials.
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Dunluken was built to be

sympathetic to our climate.

Ontario Summers can be

hot with cool nights while

winters can be lengthy and

snow heavy. Equally as

beautiful and functional in

any weather, especially

during the artistry of au-

tumn in the Beaver Valley,

this extraordinarily hos-

pitable home is all about

fusing the passions of out-

side pursuits with the em-

bracing comforts of home

and hearth, within. �

A cozy lounge and retreated square
fire pit awaits swimmers seeking
warmth after an evening dip.
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Certainly the most enchanting time of day at Dunluken is 

twilight. At this elevation sunsets stretch the width of the horizon,

streaking the sky with intense crimson, ochre and indigo bursts.

One can’t help but absorb the tranquility and marvel at the

majesty as the sun dramatically dips behind the Escarpment, 

announcing the approach of nightfall. |E|

Source Guide...
Architect: Brad Abbott, Abbott Design;  Builder: Dave Harrington, Absolute Craftsmen;  Stone Mason: Hobson Masonry;  

Painting: Complete Value Painting;  Interior Furnishings: FAD, Farrow Arcaro Design;  Cabinet Maker: Bernard Rioux Cabinets;  
Alarm & Sound System: Huronia Alarm;  Pool: Clark Pools & Spa;  Landscape Design: Vogel Landscaping;  Landscaping: Hackstone Landscapes
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�We're looking forward to making many
more fun memories here with our family
and friends. Cead Mile Failte, as they say
in Ireland... a hundred thousand 
welcomes at Dunluken!
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